 Notes from course: 5/23/05 NY 

Components of Professional Practice

(Module in UMD Coastal Kayak book)

Planing and Preparation

Content and Resources – Materials


Supplies available – boats, equip, etc.


Know the material

Students


Skill level, number, age, limitations

Proper Progression


Start at the beginning, go step-by-step, review, ask for feedback

Learning Environment

Location: No distractions, minimal noise, close to water, table, chairs, dishes, food, shade, ability to get out of weather such as wind, rain, etc.


Plan ahead: reserve a site with shelter.

Respect, rapport


Learn people’s names, use name tags first few days.


Respect differences in learning abilities and experience levels.


Rapport – ice breaking game, (name adjective game, group juggle).


Create atmosphere (Maslow): Love, safety, food, priority shade and drinks.

Managing Group


Draw out quiet people; stuff a sock in aggressive know-it-alls (!).


Propose schedule; discuss, abide by decisions; stress importance of being on time.

